
 
 
Mountain Loop Itinerary 
 
Snohomish County, Washington 
Minutes North of Seattle 
 
 
Wild and scenic rivers, waterfalls, alpine lakes, scenic vistas and old growth forests provide 
activities for nearly everyone on the 55-mile Mountain Loop scenic byway in Snohomish County. 
 
Day One 
Start in Everett and proceed northeast to Granite Falls. 
 
(30 minutes) Visit the Granite Falls Fish Ladder - built in 1954 to assist Salmon and Steelhead 
ascend the river. 
 
(30 minutes) Verlot Public Service Center open daily May through September provides National 
Forest , maps, books and friendly service.  Pick up the 'self-guided tour' brochure for interpreting 
sites along your walk through  historic compound. 
 
(One to two hours – depending on hiking interest and capability of group)  Big Four Ice Caves 
National Recreation Trail.  This 1-mile hike accommodates walkers of all ages and abilities.  
The trail begins on a boardwalk along beaver ponds and winds through the forest to an eleated 
bridge over the river.  The trail becomes more narrow as it climbs gently to the ice caves.  The 
caves are actually a snowfiled avalanced from Big Four Mountain, where the 'caves' form late in 
the summer as warm air flows downslope and under the snowpack.  DO NOT ENTER THE 
CAVES, but view from  the mouth of the caves and enjoy the scenic mountain cliffs. 
 
(One to three hours depending on festival participation) Darrington is nestled at the base of the 
6825 ft Whitehorse Mountain and is one of the main gateways to North Cascade Mountains.  
Stop for lunch at a local or bakery.  Summer Darrington events include the Darrington Blue 
Grass Festival, a rodeo, Celebrating Wildflowers Festival and National Archery 
Tournament. 
 
(One and one-half hours) Visit The Outback- Christmas Trees and Kangaroo Farm. Wander 
through a wildlife park in a guided 40-minute tour. Hand feed kangaroos, wallabies and wallaroos. 
Learn about llamas and alpacas, pygmy goats and ostrich. Gift shop. Open daily March 1 through 
October 30. 
 
(One and one-half hours) Final stop on your tour is dinner in Arlington.  Arlington began as a 
lumber town with shingle mills, sawmills, and logging camps and today there are still many 
historical buildings that add to Arlington's small town charm.  Dine in a local cafe or steak house. 
Overnight at Hawthorn Inn and Suites in Arlington or head to the Tulalip Resort Casino 
opening in June 2008. 
 
 
Additional information: 
Amy Spain  
Snohomish County Tourism Bureau 
(425)348-5802, extension 11; (888)338-0976 
amy@snohomish.org  
www.snohomish.org 

http://www.granitefallswa.com/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/mbs/about/drd.shtml
http://darringtonwa.org/
http://www.snohomish.org/index.php?page_id=14&site_id=&search=true&keywords=&event_category_id=&event_region_id=22&month_start=&day_start=&year_start=&month_end=&day_end=&year_end=&monthly=&Submit=Search
http://www.christmastreesandroos.com/
http://www.ci.arlington.wa.us/
http://www.hawthorninn.net/
http://www.tulalipcasino.com/
http://www.tulalipcasino.com/



